Dear Reader,

I am new to producing reading sermons. So, if you have any suggestions as to how I might improve my format or what I include – please email me at cdanielwilson@gmail.com. 

I have left my sermon manuscript formatted the way I normally write and read my sermons. They are colourful and written in conversational English. If you are a grammar nazi – then you will be frustrated with my punctuation and phrasing. However, once you read it out loud, you will normally be able to tell what I meant to say. Also, as you will see, I use a good bit of bold, italics, underlining and different colours to signal what are the most important things to say, and also to make it easier for my eye to pick up my place in the middle of paragraphs. I would recommend that you keep as many of those things as possible, and it should help you keep better eye contact with the congregation since you should find it easier to keep your place while reading. I highly encourage you to commit as much of the introduction or children’s illustrations to memory as you can, so that these can be delivered to the congregation with maximum eye contact. 

Where possible, I highly recommend that you listen to the sermon as I preached it at either the Nelson website or the website of North Shore. I recommend that because that will also help hear the places where I added or skipped over material in the manuscript, and the places where I clarified my meaning. I have edited bits and pieces which I thought most important, but I have not sought to include all the additional material that comes to me while in the pulpit. I would practically have to use a transcription service for that. However, I hope and pray that this sermon will be a blessing to you and to your congregation. To God be the Glory!

Blessings in our Lord, Pastor Daniel Wilson

My Suggestions for the Order of Service 

Song before the Service: #48 1,2,4,6
Call to Worship: Psalm
95:1-3
Silent prayer

Why are we here? We are here because: Our help is in the name of the Lord, the maker of the Heavens & the Earth.  And God greets us in His Word: Grace Mercy and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
Let us now Worship our God as we sing a Song of Praise #98b “Unto God our Saviour”
Call to Confession: Exodus 20 Read the Law of God and remind people of how the law shows how weak and sinful we are so that we might see our need for our Savior Jesus Christ. For what we were unable to do, Christ succeeded! Jesus Christ lived the perfect life that God requires, which you and I couldn’t live. And He died the eternal Hellish Death that you and I deserved to die, so that we could live! And He rose again to secure our victory! Therefore, when we recognize our sins and failures, we ought to look to Christ all the more – grateful for His salvation! So, let us come before the Lord in a prayer of confession/repentance/FAITH:
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Let us rejoice in blessings of God’s Church as we sing together:  #394   “Glorious things of thee are spoken” 
Congregational Prayer

Read an appropriate passage from scripture to introduce the Tithes and offerings…
Let us continue to worship as we sing: #390
“Blest be the tie that binds” Vs 1,2,3,6
Scripture Reading/Text:       Philippians 1:1-11

Sermon Title:
“Confident Love”
* Song of Response:
Psalm #204
“Oh, the mercy of God”
Now may the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be and abide with you all forever more. Amen


Doxology: 
Psalm #530 

Morning Sermon: “Joyful Love & Longing”



N.S. Philippians #2
Intro for Text: Phil.1:3-8   Our text this evening will be verses 3-8 in particular, but I will mostly be leaving vs.6 out for a separate sermon.

Intro for Reading:   Phil.4:10-19 – We will be reading from chapter 4, because we will touch on the topic of contentment of which Paul speaks in vs.10 and following, and in vs.15-19, we learn of some of the Philippians’ service and participation in Paul’s ministry.

Introduction:
 Children, How much do you love your brothers and sisters?! Now, when I ask that… children often begin to think about the various arguments they have had recently – and occasionally you get bad answers from children… that they don’t love each other.
A good way for you to understand how much you love your brother or sister is for you to be separated from them for a time! If you couldn’t see your brother or sister for a week or two… How would you miss them, or how would you react when you saw them again… 

After a couple of days, You would most likely begin to miss them, even Long for them! You would probably ask your parents about them… You would want to go to see them, and you might even want to write to them or make them a card/drawing (perhaps even every day!).
That sort of longing, missing, deep relationship is what we see illustrated in our text for this morning. The Apostle Paul was not related to the Philippians by family – but they were his brothers and sisters in the faith – and He loved them and longed for them with a great love… and as we look at this text this morning, I believe we will see the foundation and source of that love and longing and joy.
(Review) Last week, we began looking at the author, background and content of the book of Philippians. We began to see that Christ is the Church’s Source for Grace, Peace, Gratitude and Joy – although, the whole book teaches us that lesson. We looked at the background of the city and church, and began to touch on the positive content of the letter – Particularly the implications of Paul’s introduction to the letter: WE all need God’s grace and peace, and yet so often, we neglect His appointed means to receive it – when we skip out on opportunities to gather with God’s people to worship Him. We are all saints and slaves of Christ, and we should delight to worship Him and in so doing receive His promised grace and peace! 

This morning, as we continue working through this first chapter, we see the deep relationship between Paul and the Philippians. And as we examine the text, we will learn the source of that love and longing THRU Paul’s joyful gratitude and prayer… AS we look at the text we will learn one central theme:









Joyful Gratitude in Prayer leads to Christian Love & Longing. 
  We will explore that under 2 headings:
 
I. Joyful Gratitude in Prayer
II. Christian Love and Longing
Let’s begin with:

I. Joyful Gratitude in Prayer      
(REPEAT)
AS we begin getting into this text, look at vs.3-5 READ
First things first… You have to remember who is speaking here… and what Paul was… We have already identified that Paul is the primary author of this letter, and so as you see the personal pronouns “I” and “My” you have to remember that this is the Apostle Paul. And that leads us to an important question…
a. Who were the Apostles?
Now, the Apostles were special witnesses for Christ who were chosen by God to be foundation stones for the New Testament Church. AT the beginning, the Apostles did all the work of organization and service in the church until the practical serving work got to be too much. Then in Acts 6, they divided out the task of Shepherding the flock, and gave the physical care of the Church to the Deacons, and the Spiritual Care of the Soul to the Elders/Apostles. The Apostles emphasized there in Acts 6 that their ministry/calling was to be “Devoted to Prayer and the Ministry of the Word.” ((In that order!!))

What we see here in this Letter to the Philippians is that Paul took this ministry of Prayer seriously! HE begins by explaining and describing his prayer life in regard to these brothers and sisters in the faith!


Now, when we see the Apostle Paul implementing and living out this priority – we should take note and apply it to ourselves. And so I want to speak to the Elders among us for a few moments… 

The rest of you who are not elders can relax for a moment… think of other things… with permission.


You elders – Do you see your task as being PRIMARILY Prayer, and then the ministry of the Word to God’s people?! IF you were to write a letter to your district, or to the whole congregation of this church – would you be able to speak of your prayer life in similar language to Paul?! His language indicates that he was constantly, daily in prayer for these brothers and sisters, and that he was praying with gratitude and joy! What about you?!
  
Well, let’s all break down what Paul tells us here… take a look at 
b. Paul’s Gratitude in Prayer (verse 3: I thank my God in all my remembrance of you all,)
Paul was grateful for every one of these Christians – elders, deacons and congregation members alike!


 Brothers and Sisters, let’s be honest for a moment… when you get elders to relax and be open and honest about their experience as an elder and their work of shepherding and calling God’s people to repentance, forgiveness and faith in Christ – it is all too common for them to be anything but grateful! They might cry out to God for help/strength or wisdom, they might plead with God to set them free from office or take them home to glory because their session work is too hard… For that matter, They might even plead with God to take some congregation members home to glory – but it is often hard to be grateful for sinful people, and people with problems! (which… just so you understand… is all of us – all have sinned, all have problems)

But Paul thanked God for all of them in EVERY Remembrance/prayer!

Why? How could he do this?! He could do it because he was looking for the blessings which he could count! And he counts them for us – encouraging these brothers and sisters by recounting the wonderful things that God had worked in and through them over the years! 

· Vs.5: They had participated in the work of the Gospel! And not only once… they had participated from the first day until now… (years of service) We saw in chapter 4 How the Philippians alone had supported Paul in his early years of ministry!
· Vs.6: We will cover this next week, But Paul recognized and was grateful for the work of God in their lives!
· Vs.7: Even in Paul’s imprisonment, and thru persecution/defense of the faith – the Philippians had served and supported Paul Sacrificially!

These dear saints truly were recipients of God’s Grace!
CONGREGATION: What about you? How easy would it be for your elders to pray for you with joy? God calls you to obey and submit to your leaders in Hebrews 13:17, and specifically, to let their leaders serve with joy and not with grief for that is unprofitable for you! Do you grieve or bring joy to your elder?
If I can pick on you elders again…


How often do you count the blessings which you see in your district, and the congregation?



 Too often, we have the mindset of “What is broken/sinful in this person’s life?” Instead, we should be asking: “Where is God working?” and “What has God done for good in this person’s life?” HOW ARE WE TO LEAD People to the Grace of God if we primarily highlight the LACK of grace in their lives? That is a hopeless ministry, not a Gospel one! Now, don’t misunderstand me – Matthew 18 and many other passages clearly teach that we ought to confront sin in people’s lives, and we will do that. But the foundation for discipline and correction is built of loving grace, grateful prayers and the encouragement of counting blessings!
c. And all of that led Paul to experience Joy in Prayer

 The source of his gratitude and joy are the same here… These are parallel reasons: Participation, long consistent service, Sacrificial giving, the defense of the faith… But there is something interesting here… It was perhaps not those particular reasons which directly caused Paul to have joy in his prayers, as much as it was Paul’s counting the blessings themselves! Often, gratitude leads to Joy! 

I hope you are all familiar with the truth that happiness doesn’t come from getting what you want – it comes from wanting what you have/get! Contentment with what God provides for you is far more important to your daily joy and happiness than getting what you need (which we will see in chapter 4). Think about that… IT is so true! And Paul, having counted the blessings of this congregation, could not help but be overwhelmed with joy in prayer as He recognized the great work that God had done and was doing in this congregation over the years – and that Joy only increased his love and longing for these dear Saints! …which is why this letter is so overwhelmingly positive!
And that brings us to our SECOND point:

II. Christian Love and Longing       (REPEAT)
Look at vs.7-8… READ

God willing… we will look at vs. 6 in detail next Lord’s Day, and then vs.9-11 the week after that… And so we have the freedom to really narrow in on this love and longing – where it comes from and how we might experience it ourselves! 

First and foremost we must learn a seemingly unrelated principle which is vital to help us understand these vs.:
a. The principle is this: Apostles/Elders are examples to the flock, for people to follow!
The sermon critics among you are thinking – WOW! He is really on a rabbit trail here… No I am not… hang in there. (
We see this principle in the passages where Paul called people to copy him in his Christian walk (such as 1 Cor.11:1; Phil.3:17 & 2 Thessalonians 3:7). We are also commanded to follow elders/pastors (1 Tim.4:12 & Titus 2:7).
WHY IS THAT IMPORTANT?! Simply this – we follow elders as they follow Christ. Their priorities should become our priorities! As Paul puts it in Phil.3:17: join in following my example and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us (specifically Paul/Timothy)!
DO YOU SEE THE CONNECTION?!  When we see Paul giving priority to prayer, counting the blessings of others in prayer and rejoicing with confidence in God’s work – WE SHOULD SIT UP AND TAKE NOTE AND FOLLOW HIS EXAMPLE!! 

PRAYER is a Primary part of the elder’s calling – because it was primary to Jesus Christ Himself! Therefore, Prayer should be vitally important to each of you! Do you have a prayer meeting? _____________________  And how is it attended? _______________________________     






Do you as a congregation value prayer as you ought?! If not… make it right! If you can only commit to go to a prayer meeting once a month – do it!
Now… Some of you are wondering  - “Why is he saying so much about the prayer meeting?!” 


Ah… well, you see – you also (like the Philippians) need to participate in the Gospel!
b. Participation in the Gospel
 Do you remember the things for which Paul was grateful? The Philippians had participated in the Gospel from the first day and then for years after! One way that we as believers participate in the Gospel and are partners in the work of the Gospel is through prayer! You CAN’T ALL go to the mission field! You can’t all teach Sunday School or Catechism. You can’t all preach, or be elders/deacons – BUT ALL OF YOU CAN Pray! But do you?!

Oh, sure, we pray before meals… and you may even pray for a few minutes with your devotions. Well Done! Keep it up! But that isn’t a substitute for corporate prayer with fellow believers in the fellowship groups or prayer meeting! 


Pastor Jim Boice made a striking comment about prayer in his commentary on this text, HE SAID: “I believe that 90% of all the divisions between true believers in this world would disappear entirely if Christians would learn to pray specifically and constantly for one another!”

I believe Boice is right! But I would add to that – that you not only pray specifically and constantly, but that you pray with specific gratitude and constant joy! For that is the key to Paul’s love and longing here! 


He counted the blessings and reasons for joy in the lives of the Philippians and then remembered those blessings when he prayed for them! He thanked God for His work in the lives of these brothers and sisters in the faith, and that led Paul to a greater love and longing!  


So, How does that work?  Well, you see… we too often only see the bad in people. When you only see the bad, then you only respond to the bad – and that lack of love leads you to draw away, rather than closer to each other. 
BUT, when you look at a fellow believer, and you look for what God is doing well in their life… When you look for the blessings and the joys, and that which is good and right and true and admirable, and excellent and praiseworthy – then two things happen: 

1) you see just how valuable that person is for all these blessings (which makes you appreciate them despite their flaws), and 

2) You acknowledge God’s work in their life: & you are reminded of how much you have in common in Christ!

You see, that is what was the core of Paul’s relationship with the Philippians, and the core foundation to the Philippians participation in the Gospel – it was their faith in Christ Jesus!

As we saw last week, the Philippian church started with slaves, gentiles, and Jewish proselytes. It was a hodgepodge of different cultures – but they were united in fellowship in Gospel Work through the Grace of Christ Jesus. And that is what holds this church together also! WE all come from different cultures, but we are united by the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ! 

And when God’s people join together in prayers of gratitude and joy – we are drawn closer together in the grace and Gospel of our God!
Conclusion:
As we have looked at this text this morning, we have seen that Gratitude and Joy in Prayer lead to Love and Longing – to the type of deep relationship which Paul had with the Philippians… And I have urged you who are elders to pray like Paul for your district and all the people of God in this place! It is vitally important to your ministry as elders!


And what is true for the elders, is true for all of us! For Elders are examples of what the flock should be! Therefore, we all should seek to give greater priority to prayer. 


For prayer is fundamentally a way for us to draw near to God, and as each of us draws nearer to God, we all draw nearer to one another. If you want to experience and know true love and participation in the life of the church  - draw together in grateful joyful prayer! And you will find that God is at work among His people!
AMEN.
